“Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP ROO4 Sodsso0asc 
ra gos ~y 
ea a 35751 


ae 
CENTRAL INTEL! GENCE GROUP 


INTELLIGENC:< REPORT 


COUNTRY Spain DATE: 25X1A6a 

vo, 
DIST. 23 October 1947 
25X1A6a PAGES 2 


SUPPLEMENT 
2BXTXO 


SUBJECT Statements of Jose Maria Gil Robles 


1, Jose Maria Gil Robles arrived in Pazis on 20 October 1947 after having spent 
six days in London, where he had ecy rel meetings with Indalecio Prieto and 
Forelgn Minister Bevin, Reportedly , Gil Robles! visit to London was made with 
the knowledge only of the Foreign Of lice, and his visit to Paris likewise was 
secret. He indicated that in Paris 7e had seen only Bidault, with whom he 
conferred on 20 October, and the CE? leader Juan Jose Luque Argenti. 


2 Gil Robles told source in an intervicw which took place on 21 October that 
nach progress had been made toward tcmplete agreement between him and Prieto. 
Their remaining differences are in tre matter of procedure. Prieto wants to 
follow the principles laid down in te Tripartite Hote of March 1946, while 
Gil Robles considers the plebiscite called for therein impractical and 
dangerous, arguing that it would pezdt Franco to influence the ontcone. 
Both leaders are desirous of avoidir.: the use of force, and they are agreed 
on the necessity for promt action, .oth belng convinced that the continuance 
of the status quo is serving the iri:rests of the Commnists. They agree 
that continued delay in ousting Fresco would tend to leave the Communi sts 
the only organization strong enovgl so take over the government, 


&. Gil Robleé was skeptical regarding ice poseibility for effective United 
Nations action. He advocated cosrdisation between the Vatican and the 
democratic nations, looking toward ¢ request to be made by the Pops, backed 
by the democracies, that Franco withiraw. Gil Robles eaid that while Prieto 


“ce was Committed in theory to a plebiscite preliminary to the setting up of a 


new government, the Soclalist leader was not opposed to giving Gil Robles! 
formula a chance. 


4. The monarchist leader told source that his conversation with Bidau't had 
followed the lines of hie interview with Bevin, and that Bidsult's reaction 
likewise was favorable. Regarding tne degree of agreement which had been 
reached between him and tha lefties elements, G11 Robles stated that he and 
Luque were in complete agreement anc that the remaining differences between 
him and Prieto were mainly procedure i. 


5. Gil Robles stated that on his recent viet to Home he had had a loag inter- 
view with the Pope, and at the latter's beheat with Megr. Tardini, who is 
in charge of extraordinary affairs i2 the Holy See Secretariat. He said 
that both the Pope and Tardini hed < .own great interest in his ylews, and 
he saw confirmation of thie fact ir she Pope's summoning of Cardinal Serfura 
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When source inquired concerning t!.: nature of the coalition government to 
follow the ouster of Franco, Gil Esbles replied that he was opposed to a 
coalition government because it woald be heterogeneous end therefore weak, 
Asked how far he on the one hand end Luque and Prieto on the other had gone 
in agreeing on the set-up of the fuiure government, 6411 Robles replied that 
the government would be given dem: zratic composition as soon as Spanish 
conditions permitted, He continu:i that Don Juan had gone on record to this 
effect and had promised immediate restoration of civil rights. He emphasized 
that the Pretender intended to taka strong action to combat Communism, 


Gil Robles seid that if he were axed about meetings with Prieto and Luque, 
he would expressly deny that any eich meetings had taken place. 


According to source, Gil Robles wz to return to Estoril on 21 October, 
( : The above repsit is presented for the interest it may 


have as coming directly from Gil Robles, although it contains little 
concrete information that hae no: been published in the prese, 
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